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Question 2

Analyze the role of trans-Atlantic trade and Great Britain’s mercantilist policies in the economic
development of the British North American colonies in the period from 1650 to 1750.

The 8-9 Essay

e Contains a clear, well-developed thesis that addresses trans-Atlantic trade, Great Britain's
mercantilist policies, and economic development of the British North American colonies.

Develops the thesis with substantial and relevant historical information.

Provides effective analysis of the topic; treatment of multiple parts may be slightly uneven.
May contain minor errors that do not detract from the quality of the answer.

Is well organized and well written.

The 5-7 Essay

e (Contains a partially developed thesis that addresses trans-Atlantic trade, Great Britain's
mercantilist policies, and economic development of the British North American colonies.
Supports the thesis with some relevant historical information.
Provides some analysis of the topic, but treatment of multiple parts may be uneven. Answers may
conflate treatment of mercantilism and trade with the resulting economic development of the
British North American colonies.

May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay.
e Has acceptable organization and writing.

The 2-4 Essay

Contains an unfocused or limited thesis or simply paraphrases the question.

Provides minimal relevant information or lists facts with little or no application to the question.
May address the question only partially, with limited or no analysis.

May have major errors.

May be poorly organized, poorly written, or both.

The 0-1 Essay

Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question.

e Demonstrates an irrelevant or inappropriate response.
Contains numerous errors.

e [s organized or written so poorly that it inhibits understanding.

The — Essay
e Isblank.
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Question 2 (continued)
Potential Outside Information

Trans-Atlantic trade and development of Triangle trade

International trade primarily between Europe, Africa, the West Indies, and the New England colonies. New
England ships carrying rum sailed to Africa, where slaves were brought to the West Indies or Charleston in
the Middle Passage, and the West Indies sent sugar and molasses back to New England to make rum.
Other variations include manufactured goods from England for colonial tobacco, fish, grain, and naval
stores (mast, pitch, tar, and turpentine) and foodstuffs and lumber for sugar, molasses, and slaves from the
West Indies:

e encouraged a thriving agricultural economy and exports in the colonies.

e merchant networks and shipbuilding.

e regional development of particular crops/raw materials.

e Atlantic slave trade: West Africa, Caribbean, Western Europe.

e growth of cash crops in colonies, use of slave labor; trade of manufactured goods and rum from
Europe; molasses and sugar from Caribbean; colonial export of cash crops to Europe, fish and
agricultural products to feed slaves in West Indies; slaves from West Africa.

e Lords of Trade (1676), Board of Trade (1696).

e (Columbian Exchange.

e protection of trans-Atlantic shipping by British Navy.

e naval stores policies (right of naval quartermasters to claim trees and turpentine for ship building—
primarily in the Carolinas.

Mercantilism

The doctrine, which arose in Europe with the decline of feudalism, that the economic interests of the
nation could be strengthened by the government protecting home industries. This could be achieved
through tariffs; by increased foreign trade, such as through monopolies; and by the increase of exports over
imports, with a consequent accumulation of bullion. The focus was to improve national power:

e Maintained that colonies existed to serve the mother country.

e (Colonies furnished raw materials; mother country manufactured goods.

e Enrichment of the mother country benefitted the entire empire; mother country had the right to
regulate trade.

e Navigation Acts (1651, 1660, 1663, 1696)
o Transport their goods only in British and colonial ships in which crews were 75
percent British, even though Dutch freighters offered lower rates.
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Question 2 (continued)

o Export certain enumerated articles, such as tobacco, sugar, indigo, and furs, only to
Britain,although western European markets offered higher prices.
o Purchase their imports from Britain or from colonial ships that had secured goods
from Europe and stopped at a British port to pay import duties.
o It allowed for methods of enforcing the acts, provided more penalties for evasion,
and introduced use of vice-admiralty courts.
Navigation Act II, 1696: special courts in colonies enforced duties to avoid sympathetic colonial
judges.
The Staple Act of 1663.
Plantation Duty Act, 1663: colonial customs collectors were to be directly responsible to England’s
commissioner of customs, plus certain articles exported from one colony to another were subject to
a duty.
Woolen Act of 1699.
Hat Act of 1732.
Molasses Act of 1733.
Iron Act of 1750.
No banks existed in the colonies.
Every year gold and silver was drained from the colonies.
Barter became necessary; butter, nails, pitch, and feathers were used for exchange.
Until 1763 the Navigation Acts imposed no intolerable burden, partly because they were laxly
enforced.
Tobacco farmers enjoyed a monopoly of the market thanks to Britain. Colonists enjoyed the shield
of Britain without having to tax themselves; average colonist economically better off than British
counterpart.
Economic initiative was stifled, however colonists often found other means.
Southern colonies were favored: “pets.”
By 1750, one third of all “British” vessels were owned by merchants in New England and the
middle colonies.
The expansion of colonial shipping also hastened urbanization by creating a need for centralized
docks, warehouses, and repair shops in the colonies. Parliament never restricted grain, livestock,
fish, lumber, or rum, which together made up 60 percent of mainland colonial exports.
Tobacco and rice growers were given virtual monopoly.
Steady overseas demand for colonial products spawned a prosperity that enabled white colonists to
purchase ever-larger amounts, not only of clothing, but also dishware, furniture, tea, and a range of
other imports from Britain and other overseas markets.
Retail shops sprang up in cities, and peddlers took to the countryside.
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Question 2 (continued)

o Colonists used timber for building, heating, and cooking. They also sold to the inhabitants of cities
and towns.

e As colonial prosperity reached new heights, poverty spread in major seaports.

Economic development

New England — Port cities formed out of the commercial relationship with England and slave colonies.
They produced fish, livestock, and lumber. The shipbuilding industry was also greatly stimulated by the
Navigation Acts. So many ships were built for English buyers that by midcentury nearly a third of all
British tonnage was American made. Yankees mixed their contraband among legal shipments. By 1750,
more than 60 distilleries in Massachusetts Bay were exporting over 2 million gallons of rum, most of it
produced from sugar obtained illegally. Because the restrictive rules and regulations enacted by Britain for
its colonies were not enforced, the North prospered.

Middle Colonies — These produced grain, flour, meat, and dairy products. None of these were included
in the list of enumerated goods, thus they could be sold abroad. They also found markets for these goods
in the Lower South and the British West Indies.

Chesapeake and South — These areas produced tobacco and grain. The plantation system, and
eventually indentured servants, were replaced by slaves from Africa. They enjoyed a monopoly in British
markets throughout the world; in addition, the British navy protected them. As time went on they even
enjoyed credit from the New England colonies.

e Marked the first seed of what later flowered into colonial resentment towards British restrictions.

e Developed trade with Native American population.

e Salutary Neglect.

e Robert Walpole.

e Edmund Burke's Speech for the “Conciliation with the Colonies.”

e American colonists engaged in a wide range of economic pursuits. But except for a few areas in
the West where the small white populations subsisted largely on the fur and skin trade with the
American Indians, farming dominated all areas of European and African settlement throughout the
17" and 18" centuries.

e Farmers engaged in simple subsistence agriculture, but whenever possible American farmers
attempted to grow crops for the local, inter-colonial, and export markets.

e 1740s indigo introduced in South Carolina.

e Because of the South’s early dependence on large-scale cash crops, the southern colonies
developed less of a commercial or industrial economy than the colonies of the North.

e Merchants, usually in London and later in the northern colonies, handled the trading of tobacco and
rice.
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Question 2 (continued)

The New England colonies’ colder weather and hard, rocky soil made it difficult to develop farming.
The middle colonies’ fertile land and good climate supplied wheat to much of New England and
parts of the South.

Almost every colonist engaged in a certain amount of industry at home.

Domestic efforts included craftsmen and artisans establishing themselves in colonial towns as
cobblers, blacksmiths, rifle-makers, cabinets, silversmiths, and printers. In several places large-
scale shipbuilding operations began to flourish.

Many colonial products — fish, flour, wheat, and meat, all of which England could produce for itself
—required markets altogether outside the British market (French, Spanish, and Dutch West Indies).
Consumer Revolution.

Social classes in Colonial America.

Supply and demand.

Prices, surpluses, shortages, and subsidies.

A perpetual labor class (colonials).

Lack of currency (money goes to England).

No colonial currency.

Primogeniture.

Joint-stock companies.

Royal Charter.

Proprietary colony.

Balance of trade.

Dominion of New England.

Sir Edmund Andros.

Bacon's Rebellion.

The Glorious Revolution in America.

War of Jenkins's Ear.

© 2013 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



Circle the Section II question number

you are answering on this page.

Part A — Mandatory

1

2 or 3

Part B — Circle one

Part C — Circle one
4 or 5

one oFTheee

When mngS Gartmm) " AisCoveren AMena
muaz e orguer  Connecton A0 WoardS. The feunng
DIUMNIAN wmomo) A0 _nerensed Wieynoren
WU\Q@ t0enenaence Y As America deveionad Inthe
- CO\0niM Qeriod becapse 0 e MPreandiiet W, 1S
emmm\ ow m WS ime focused Pamoniy”or finees
Il TOUIAno Tow macerias. |
TAP WOV\A oF “Wrcannsm_oove e
deveippmeny — DF e’ (oioniol E0N0MLY 1Nete Anan ,a
Qv\\m\\m #1%. aronlism — Stofe s Aok ampires &WM
Ooftin 7 COonies 10 proviae 1w marenals colon
prma. Umose xS 10 Sevve Ane W\OW\QY courwm
ecoworﬂu Therefore, @) o e Norh @ the (U~
At nor Z80cys en SV anen, ok i, Tur 00 Nofue g
e coomes (o 0ur (0. T e, NOYfh, Toc0 S WIns 0 WUNer
Brrpoh 1o (naustmes theve Lugro dominatad oy
e (\eed fo D‘(O\J 140 Tunner ¢ food o Bnfain. e ey
anundance — of lumbper , iousever. 05 ol al 1rne
ﬂms fiy Wam D30 it ade e Shiphaiding
g InduS_d ma;or 0ne.. mm OTCUIC I B0 5t
m e Sokh, e G Cmcw@ PRGSO\ ww@»mm@
poporuniny @ Wd@ C00S, NOrC (mw fice,| w.o,
m\%\cm a0 Jame Sy - Tis 2 Imacs. (MU (e,
TN QUGN W e loror WV(MV\@@ Ot cathcny)
wm m Mmoo 1he neces wu fOr lopor 0 M0r 1§5ue

© 2013 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



~ Circle the Section II question number you are answering on this page.

Part A — Mandatory PaptB — Circle one Part C — Circle one
1 or 3 4 or S

Tl O O(' \\('\‘ffﬂ

Much M or Wan 1) e NohInos, sloven,
heiper D04ne Middle Wiidane of 4100 fide il
[RI IO me mcegsam Nthe Sawhasa
WU D dhere 4D e “Bnndn merannli it A0eon
mwm Noucn NOMN e North € SOUED S 20onomies
wore nSea On Qviding yaw iaterials, 4ne
differoncef In W/oa/ TS Vo) Wotey ol |

Wero 1o The 0uromon o0 4ne larer indosvialion
o& Ao Wrnd Tlonnne. SEem oF Aho SOUn.

The mefcantyi o ANepw) tinged 00 €0 S Y00
nefeen ANe (D\W\‘(\M COONERS. TS, e e Teiad
D Wa e Css? and, padcl ari_nthe N
Contor QYOG ort (WS M\W@i he am\ﬂar
t{0de, YOUke connedied 4ie m\m 05 W N /’WV @

With fpose. 10 e toribbéon, 41 Slodes, v, Suar
(M\@ 00 Lore, Tmae LS TS onHide aio
Qe 113e D 0 YOpank %W\\/\aa)ma 200N, mvm lﬁ}’(d
as Bl 1N on o D orean™more. it W
COIONLES, ondvd Thg penod of Salvtavt) Nealecs
which W@ cOdpes dould asicany o0 LWnat? W
el Wanied gl lond d s ey mﬁ/)% rWUzW/ VL)
MO\W als, 0N Infrodiced 1he Noligarion A
WAICh  poopefet e, ADOR, i

The colonieS  devedped | UNGT BT, WD 7
froge msed femmmu Wm 00 hom AN N2

© 2013 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



Part A — Mandatory Part B — Circle one

1 C%orS

Circle the Section II question number you are answering on this page.
Part C — Circle one /\

4 or 5

Thece oF Theee

TROLANING, OUTOMORCOTY,_(OngCre0 T (NG e ek

0N Orrgr  COUNMeS, EVeritidly. ’(\/\

Wouid QeveIon i

AN W QOO e %QOOOW\\)\ Wo mw@mm

© 2013 The College Board.

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



/lB Circle the Section II question number you are answéring on this page.

Part A — Mandatory Part B — Circle one Part C — Circle one Q ;
ONe oftwo 1 @ or 3 4 or 5

. e,

V‘aﬂ<"" /471[5”'17[/( 1[1/1445; GUAAﬂ Gr\p,ﬂhl‘ gi"ll?ZcH’f?? M/f’/mn‘!/"’/!z‘"/‘ F‘o/fcf’)ac
led 4o+l ar!nw#e o étW"‘V e sa— ., T /m gm 7Z0!n’) <

v«””;‘?‘éz’ mv‘omﬂ m%mr/ f-yax/rﬁ,a
/é/‘ j}ﬁl / <] ca/ka/ Lor e L)o L) of recodprees 7[0 7£/f«€
/%»)’f%ﬁw country ‘Q”ay{ 11[5 colonlese The, m@#ﬁew Coue ot Fearn
Heose losounars fiﬂ" @ £/ bod ijJg, 'wél’ez /X; ,,,,1{/ sell to Dt pore

};’%@m/ ﬂn@é J/f{ Wi Einre muﬂ/‘. Té}% S L/S‘Am reqw'moo/ 1‘/4/ /[ém% %Mﬂg/‘/ko'ln

Colopioe ol@/l!ﬁ" <ol ;m/g@é_/g recoulres as Fblgme. tobyecm b
Hhe L/ﬂwm.éf CQLM/P< cotton in the Soutl, aud rice E Caroling o S/awn
e o 4 Jmmliw ’7(«3 colovicte because il anla&j uﬂﬁz/m/ Lot f,
P/‘cv&(ff thees regourees. vy om/z)’;’,a{, wa ekovmao[e -& v an
5’@% (rere @/‘F*ﬁpﬂ[\ééf becauce of J—éam nmm,m,ﬂ Lo dbeasos
C.Qi"f'icoo/ & 1%« mémnfaeq S0 Ao Oibe @aa/a/ S Tka #rwp%/@mzze
#@;@o alse tostered < é(w,rv éem USE _cfguos Weve 11/‘m4<;0/srﬂlﬁﬁp mg!
: 2o DR e }\én /7/6//4? /de-eﬂap /ﬂf’/‘?gp%/

Ae<s 7/‘@ <éaL)ea *Cca\/\ ﬂ/w%é Jﬂ//or"mmﬂ< 7%&/? 7// 57/7{5/4
rq// v[’ o /23S, caéé ;,/f//é 7‘4@ ey ACcesc 14-, ym/ma/ /oé,.m
e ‘on—sz{ir{@sL i qéf;*/wm < Gyl/bu/'/é Ly e colanlcg.

w,/,?ﬁ Frns - Ablouph %mdé &/@( bud 4, e 6irth of worcant i cm
11_Crgatt- G 7Zd1ﬂ ko ﬂ@%ﬁj a wrtue Yewt Lo Lhe polleye Eecase
of Franis - %7[ dVHLW ‘6”@,« \0 7%»0 /%ﬂ// /—'7//'4;’%#/11 Cail ((D[@l/]/lo< P ad /11{/0
+o Mmﬁ@ “//147 oféevv p@,,ﬂ#; €5, 7{%47% a8y Great Bri 7[4445 yay/er

L”W{m,emaézm an mv@ ‘< > gnmlmm m«m&z/ l!x/f'e%i‘t[”'/(']’/wy @[emd Lmﬁfm
777?” /f/ﬂum d’]‘ /m/) %{5 /loounwf %// Co/@}’?/(x[ / a/nnc&' 1[2'9 L’?P £ l”ak"ﬂmﬂ%@(%

o gf"///f/ <hips am’( paze 4l Tous e mml/eﬁ Q@WM/‘ 7%# %/ﬂm«

© 2013 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



QB Circle the Section II question number you are answering on this page.

™ e Part A — Mandatory

1

Part B — Circle one
or 3

Part C — Circle one

4 or 5

115

§m4r A Jr< ﬂ(}ﬁmﬂf‘aﬂ@ﬂ/ Jf Mﬁlﬁ u/th» Fravee, /45

] I‘@é%“’ ‘”&e mlam/f’ —@awvm/ fdS f{ﬂwl{-”ﬂ/ \‘A/ QI?M;()U(ZU!/\P a{/m.a/

m//ur{wd a(owlcwm,m—l» was s ;mommml "‘a ﬁfpmaﬂf cawé#/fz 2N ),4//74/}

17’?/‘/71/1,11/!,

© 2013 The College Board.

Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



Circle the Section IT question number you are answering on this page.

Part A — Mandatory Paﬁ%— Circle one Part C — Circle one C
- 2% o 1 \2/ or 3 4 or 5 '

Fvovvy  1uSQ R0 1950 . Loy 100 NTONS Ha e

Rrivntin  niovithh B oo O1Ioni TS ﬁ*‘(‘ﬁ'ﬁ‘@"&“}"f‘r& o C e

Vndck  Hre  conivol  oF  Gyear Tyiroins  ond

thod Wrrle VOOvwvy 1O o <L DVCY AN Vv OV

FrcedOnn  wefove pae TLQ‘VD\\)HM DO\ .

1

’D\va\q) s Byng, e oS - A O RN Fvad

cd Grear Zaroamnm's  ynexr o ntbiNiSt PO\ S CIT.8
RIoayd O v O\ i I P o1 N0 R VA il (o LAVA S (“%M 2
[Tl et e ir CCYrOadmiA Al vv\ (veaswdd  nad v
MO Wiy FOV SO wvn 7 0f  Ryiryasn S wOUITCS,
flaz coutd  wave Flourishhed evein  mmnove
av @ ﬂf‘i\; .

For  1wngSe wyeavS ring COlowmdeS WILVE
?mwf«'c{pmh"\/\q ) A v (A V\O}uiouv rad e
G Voure thoat (VOSSed rhaOugin eyl e
pnd  EveODL, W TWIS  o~v0(LSC | v  wWaIOSHES,
ond  Sovel  wieye gl Troded  fretly  fows

Qg m\)‘nW\; Y] 2 WA X . N3V a0 <O
o d nAONY (o S\ cvopc‘ SNChn Q¢ FondccD oo

SYOp\ss  \ikd  COFFON  HAOF  HARY roded

Wi N Py A En AN 0 od\V o (L A el v

LERE AR NN A B Ta N il
Aivnouoan  Gyror Twvitonn  vSSuld 0 Hoat

0f NARE A ma’uc%— and \‘m’moved AL

llnigg OV O whilg, ey SHD playcd

o Sgwnificony VO 0N Hasiv O VO

© 2013 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



Circle the Section II question number you are answering on this page.

~ Part A — Mandatory Papt B — Circle one Part C — Circle one 2 ’
1 2)or 3 4 or 5 - -

Tho of Twe L

DEYR N H/\o\; U Ui vOnde A VA O \ne

OND TWNRv Yoot EQve Ny el ST Al LG 2 S

LOndvigs. wowvey | Haey IS rsSued \/\/\Q,V\):j

jf’(}\NS (') WL €SSOy onn0da S o =2
COIVIMY S-S couyd VO OFEOVvd . T S\'O\Wb

ey, T2 Acer  TOwinsned Aok = HnaoN o)

v Eed  HAL RachVaN]mral DF  tg (OIONICS,
SONMARIVWNRS  pOYV S WNRYE. Ve (VFr QFF
stwi‘ch‘\/\a}\ v g Ui POVGC-«‘V\ (DU eS H«Juji
InEY R pRVinAiEred o troole \DiFs . T:—'\/QVH"\)(‘&LQQj
Aar  (DIDWIRS WOy (orteed  Froodl wojin

Gyi0r RByTEOin  and ()IH/\DUO}V\ a n0id MM OvE |
HayS  (yi0USIY UV 2y £ (OINOIMAa Ay

| = i
R auie etk Ryvirodim;m  (WIOAS o TN flen a8

) PYVO?’OL,Q ploayy N Hing ¢ (ON O T C

{
o~ - wod  TF - e niery v Taase
Adwdn §rdeg oy Oyreor Byvitkin  Fing (ARINAVIE AR

COvid  \avi rxyva.XO‘ped %r(mﬂ’v a}oims N P i v
=5 e ansmaasn AR A AN A AVAD.Y PP

Overon  vve  wvons-prioneic rrade Gnd
Cuce O r Byvirain S Mevcanm s poldies ~id

pOve 1O wt Pt fHciald D 2 GOt
0t AR (OIONJLe  l0nonaiC devellpinaeni,

nQ N2V ey 50 UfF vironn™s  dnreves v s o) d
bo (X  and \von i Hed g O VoUW eSS ol
(Ovid  hnove -S\J‘YO)\( d O v oud.

© 2013 The College Board.
Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org.



AP® UNITED STATES HISTORY
2013 SCORING COMMENTARY

Question 2
Overview

This question sought to test students’ understanding of economic development in the colonial Atlantic
world. The question involved British North America before the rise of independence movements and hence
tested students’ understanding of the period beyond the familiar narrative of events leading to colonial
separation from Great Britain. The question tested students’ factual understanding of the time period as
well as the historical thinking skills of analysis, cause and effect, chronological reasoning, and continuity
and change over time.

Sample: 2A
Score: 7

This fine essay partially develops its adequate thesis with strong analysis of mercantilism and regional
differentiation in colonial development. It supports its claims with a solid amount of historical information
(lumbering, fishing, shipbuilding, rice, indigo, cash crops, smuggling, Navigation Acts). A more complex
thesis and greater outside information — especially information beyond itemizing colonial exports —
would have nudged this essay into the highest category.

Sample: 2B
Score: b

This essay contains a workmanlike thesis that addresses all three parts of the question. It employs some
analysis of mercantilism and links slavery to colonial economic development. It also contains some relevant
historical information (Middle Passage, Navigation Acts, Molasses Act). The brevity of the analysis and the
relative paucity of historical information kept the essay at the bottom of the category. The inclusion of the
Sugar Act (from outside the time period of the question) does not seriously detract from the quality of the
essay.

Sample: 2C
Score: 3

This essay contains an acceptable, if limited, thesis that contends mercantilist policies were beneficial to
colonial economic growth. It supports the thesis with a good amount of historical information (triangle
trade, rum, molasses, cash crops, salutary neglect, etc.) Yet the major error of placing the Stamp Act, Tea
Act, and Townshend Acts within the question’s designated time period evinces a fundamental
misunderstanding of the period and thus prevented the essay from advancing to the middle category.
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